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CHRISTMAS IS - IJERL
"Christmas is nt hacd." There is ir.oie

universal joy encompassed in the quoti-tio- n

marks above than there is in the uni-

verse of existence outside of them?
Xu matter how old you are, no matter

if you have reached the age when to
smile is undignified, no matter if you
have reached that regretted p?riod in
life when romance is almost a bore, you
are still as happy over Christmas as
though you were still young enough to
hang up your stocking with a tute ca it
and believe that glorious ol i story
about Santa Claus.

Christmas is the day on which we for-

get every one of the vexing troubles of
the worid; at least we ought to.

Christmas is the day ou which we for-

give our enemies for the day. It is the
day on which we forget we have to work

provided we dou't have to wjri. It is
the day on which we make as many jiej-pl- e

hap'py as we possibly can not for-

getting, of course, our-ieive- s Lrst.
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get a boat through without smashing
into them. In places up tho Mississippi
where the piers are too close together
for tafety the railroads have put booms
in above the bridges that help wonder-
fully, but they won't put in booms oa
the Missouri.

A Moi-nin- r on the Levee,
"If you want to see a pitiful sight,"he went on, "you go down to the levee

and see how dead it ia down there. And
you take notice how the railroads have
insulted the river by putting elevated
tracks along the street that parallels
the levee, so as to get everything away
from the boats they can. These elevated
tracks are in addition to the two tracks
on the ground. I tell you the railroads
are a greedy lot. "

The next morning I did go down to
the levee, and the sight was not one
likely to be inspiriting to a man wrap-
ped up in a lively river traffic. There
are many readers doubtless who have
never seen a Mississippi river levee, and
for their benefit I will describe the fea-
tures that struck me as interesting. In
the Crst place, there is nothing that ap-
proaches a wharf or pier iu appearancu.
The river at a low stage of water is
many feet below the level reached at a
high stage. Piers built out into tho
stream when the water is high would
bo far inland when the water is low,
and any built for low water would bo
far below the water's surface when the
stream is swollen.

Accordingly tho levee is built at a
steep incline, the work consisting mere-
ly of a block stone pavement, which
prevents the current from washing it
away. At this time the stream is at its
lowest stage, and the whole broad ex-

panse of the levee is high and dry. Ly-
ing in the stream at the foot of the levre
and moored by huge iron chains to
anchor blocks of stone, set in the leveo,
are great barges that serve in the place
of piers. Upon these barges the boats
discharge their cargo, and from them
they do their lading. The barges are
connected with tho levee by movable
bridges, and when the stream rises the
barges and bridges are moved highe r up
the levee. It is said to be an inspiring
sight, this levee, w hen its length of up-
ward of a mile is' lined with stately
steamers and its sloping surface is
swarming with roustabouts and crowd-
ed with heavy wagons bearing cargo to
and from the boats.

The morning that I devoted to the
levee, however, there was little activity
visible of any sort. One big side wheel
boat only lay in the stream, and her
fires were dead, her cabins empty, her
wheelhouse deserted and her decks
bare. She had not been running for a
month. The lading barges were almost
as empty and forlorn quite as much, so
far as any actual business was concern-
ed and but for the fact that the officts
of the transportation companies are lo-

cated thereon would have been absolute-
ly tenantless. The only life to be seen
anywhere wast at the landing stage of
the ferryboats.

Coal From Xllinois.
Those ferryboats are queer craft in

tho eyes of any one not familiar with
them. Their smokestacks are on one
side, their exhaust pipes on tho other,
and they present a decidedly one sided
appearance when approaching head on.
The engine of a St. Louis ferryboat is
of a type never seen away from western
rivers, the cylinder being 8 or 10 feet
long and not more than 20 inches or 3
feet in diameter. The engine is of tho
horizontal type, and the "arm" "con-
necting rod" it would be termed else-
where is generally of wood and very
large and heavy. The bull of the boat
is built double aft, and the single small
wheel lies between the two parts aft of
the bifurcation. The chief business of
these boats is the transportation of the
soft coal of the Illinois mine-i- s to St.
Lottia.

This coal is loaded upon immense coal
wagon3 on the Illinois side of the river
and hauled to and upon the boats,
which, when all tho deck space is occu-
pied, make for the Missouri shore. The
horses that haul tho wagons are hcavy
draft animals of a mixed breed, a pair
of which is capable of hauling an im-
mense load, but not powerful enough to
haul one of these big wagons up the
steep incline of the levee. Accordingly
when the wagons are got off the boat
extra horses, sometimes one pair, some-
times two, are attached, and then with
much creaking of wheels, snapping of
long, heavy whips, swearing of drivers
ane3 occasional falling of horses to their
knees the heavy load is dragged to the
level of the stree t above.

There was nothing doing on the levee
during the several hours I devoted to it
be yond tho arrival and departure of these
coal wagon laden ferryboats, but it
must not be understooel that because tho
river is practically idle just now it has
no trnfTic whatever. On the contrary,
its trafiic is very large in tho aggregate,
only seeming insignificant because it is
much less now than it was in the old
boom days.

Mississippi Tonxiagre at St. X.oai.
I have not at command the figures of

any of the rushing years, but in 1S93
the total was more than 1,100,000 tons.
In 1892 the total was 1, 1 S9, 4 15 tons; in
1891, 1,036,305. It would take a large
fleet of lake steamers to handle this
amount of freight every year, and there
are now employed in tbe traffic some
thousands of persons. It is, moreover,
confidently expected that when the
operations at present under way for the
improvement of the channel shall be-

come effective the total annual tonnage
will be vastly increased.

M. I. Dexter.

Placed Upon Loaffello w'a But In
Abbey.

The great love which American
bear for the memory of Henry W.
Longfellow is shown constantly by
little acts at his burial place and at
his home. In Poet's Corner in West-
minster abbey is a bust of the Amer-
ican poet. It is an object of the
deepest interest to all American

to the abbey, and every once in
a while the vergers find fastened to
it sheets of paper on which cjuotationst
from the poet's best known works
are written. These are renewed
regularly and destroyed. In August
last some one left a tribute t) the
poet which the attendant did not re-

move, and which will probably re-
main where it is.

It is an ordinary sheet of note
paper, to which is pinned a large ivy
leaf. Under the leaf is written in 1
strong hand, evidently a woman's:
"Brought by loving hands, many,
many miles across the sea, from a
spot ho well loved." Underneath is
written a quotation from Drownings
"Ooii's in his heaven, all's well with
the worid." The dates July 10 an I

August 5 follow, signifying in all
probabilities the time of the pluckingof the leaf and its being placed in the
abbey.

Thousands of visiting Americans
have read the little tribute, and tho
vergers in the abbey guard the paper
and leaf zealously. No tine connected
with the abbey remembers having-see-

the piper and leaf placed where
it is, but the attendants sny it ap-
peared there on the afternoon of Au-

gust 5.

HOW FISH BREATHE.

They Require IJut the Mini ma in of Oif
Can to Keep I'p Temperature.

The gills of the tish are situated at
the back part of the sides of the head
and consist of a number of vascular
membranes, which are generally ar-

ranged in double, frjngelike rows, at-
tached to the parts by the base only.
In some cases these membranes ara
feather-shaped- ; in others, mere foida
attached to the sides of the gill cav-
ities. The fish is a cold-blo- o led ani-
mal; that is to say its temperature is
seldom more than a degree or two
higher than the water in which it
lives. This being true, the creature
needs but a very small amount of
oxygen to keep the blood an
a temperature sufficiently highto sustain life. This oxygen is
supplied to the blood of the tish
by respiring large ejuantities of water
or, rather, drinking large quantities
of water, and respiring tho air sepa-
rated from it by the gills. This ex-

plains why a fish cannot live in a tank
of water which has been sifted
through the gills time and time again
tiny better than a human being or
other animal can iu air that has been
deprived of all its oxygen by beingtaken into lunjjs and expelled with-
out being aerated. Fish that die in
the stale water of aquariums may bo
properly said to drown, because they
perish for want of air, the same thing
which occasions death by drowning m
man and other long-breathiD- g ani-
mals.

TOOK THE OATH ABROAD.
William Rnfai Klnj Who Wat Kooning-Mat-

With Kranklin Pierce.
William Rufus King, born April ei,

17S0; died April IS. 1Sj3, was a vice
president of the United States who
never served in that capacity, and one
who took the oath of otliee on foreign,
soil something which can be said of
no other executive c fHeer elected by
the people of this country. King was

j an invalid, but his friends ured l.iii
j to take second place on the ticket
withl'ierce in is.--, 2. Uoth were eleeto I,
but Mr. King's health failed
so rapidly that he was forced
to go to Cuba early in ls.'.'i,
some two and a half months
before inauguration day. Nothyving
returned to the United States by
March 4, congress passed a opecial
lict authorizing the United States
consul at Mantanzas, Cuba, to swear
him in as vice president at about tho
hour when Pi rce was taking the
oath of office at Washington. This
arraneem nt was carried out to a dot,
and on the day appointed, at a plan-
tation on one of the highest hills of
Mantanzas, Mr. King was mate vice
president of the United States arnil
the solemn "Vaya vol, con Dios 'CJ j l
be with you) of the Creoles who hal
assembled to witness the unique spec-
tacle. Vice President King returned
to his home at Cahawba, Al l., arriv-
ing at that, place on April 7, 1SVJ,
and died on the following- dav. His
remains were laid to rest on his plan-
tation, known as "Pine Hills."
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t he Picturesque and Interesting; Career
of Carl Schurz.

Carl Schurz, who has been
president of the National Civil Service
Reform league, is a pioneer and ha3
long been one of the foremost leaders in
the reform. As secretary of the interior
he introduced competitive examinations,
and since retiring from the cabinet of
President Hayes in 1831 he has labored
actively with voice and pen for the pro-
motion of the movement.

Carl Schurz has had a singularly
eventful and interesting career. Born
near Cologne, Prussia, March 2, 1829,
he was educated in the University of
Bonn and early took an active interest
iu politics. He was such an ardent re-

former that he joined, the revolutionists
and was soon compelled to flee from his
native land. He went to Paris, thence
to London and finally came to America
in 1852. lie located first in Philadel-
phia and a few years later moved to
Wisconsin. There he joined the Repub- -
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carl sciirr.z.
lican party, then in its infancy, and
soon gained great political influence
with his Cierman fellow citizens. Ho
soon acquirerl good command of tho
English language and was a power on
the stump in the memorable campaign
of 18G0.

President Lincoln made him minister
to Spain, but he resigned in 1802 to enter
the Federal army as brigadier general of
volunteers. He was inaele a major gen-
eral in 1803 and served with distinc-
tion in the second battle of . Bull Run
and at Chancellorsville, Gettysburg,
Fredericksburg and Chattanooga.

Mr. Schurz's political affiliations
have been various. He served as a Re-

publican United States senator from
Missouri from 18G9 to 1875. Ho was
tempjorary chairman of the convention
that nominated General Grant for presi-
dent in 1808, and four years later he
presideel over the convention that nomi-
nated Greelcy. In 1876 he supported
Hayes, and he served four years in tho
cabinet of that president. He supported
Garfield in 1880 and Cleveland in 1884,
1888 and 189. His last vote, in No-

vember, 1894, was cast against the
Democrats, but with which party he
will be identified in the next campaign
is one of the problems of politics.

Since his retirement from office Mr.
Schurz has lived in New York city. For
threo years he edited The Evening Post
and is now interested in one of the German--

American steamship lines.

AMB RIM'S ACTIVE VOLCANO.

The Island Belongs to a Group Noted For
Makirifr Sudden Disappearances.

Ambrim, one of the New Hebrides is-

lands in the southern Pacific, was re-

cently destroyed by an earthquake and
volcanic disturbances. On Nov. 13 au
earthquake shook the island to its re-
motest foundations, and an entire vil-
lage, inhabitants and all, was cast into
the sea. A volcano became suddenly ac-

tive, and a great stream of lava rushed
across the island a stream of fire and
plunged into the sea, causing a dense
pillar of steam to rise thousands of feet
into the air. These islands have long
been noted for their

character. In 1871
Aurora, one of the most fertile islands
of the group and some 36 miles long and
five miles broad, sueltlenly sank into tho
sea, leaving no trace of its existence.

Ambrim is or was 50 miles in circum-
ference, and was fertile and well culti-vatee- l.

It had become celebrated for its
excellent coffee. Tho center of the island
is now a mass of lava, and the crater
of the active volcano is a mile in diam- -

. . ' "t. :

AMBRIM, THE ISLAND DESTROYED BT THK
VOLCANO.

eter and 1,000 feet deep, according to
the calculations of the officers of her
majesty's steamship) Dart, who wit-
nessed the eruption and later ventured
to visit the scene of the outbreak. In
18S6 the volcano was active, and it
then had a height of some 3,500 feet.

According to the last census, there are
about 20 islands in the New Hebrides
group. One of the curiosities of the is-

lands is a peculiar species of hog, which,
when full grown, is 110 larger than an
ordinary rabbit. The natives, who be-

long to the Papua negro race, are less
intelligent than the majority of South
Sea islanders and are addicted to can-
nibalism. The group was discovered by
Quiros in 1G06, but he saw only one is-

land, which he named Austria del Es-pirit- u

Santo. Cook discovered the great-
er part of the entire group in 1773 and
gave the islands tho name they now
bear. Erromango, one of the most south-

erly islands, was the scene of the mur-
der of the well known missionary, Ret.
John WTilliams, iu 1839. .

"

ST. LCU13 AND THE MIGHTY WA-

TERS OF THE MISSISSIPPI.

A River Man's Doleful View Changes
Wrought by the Railroad A Morning at
tbe Levee The Canal Tr&fiic Interfer-
ence of liridges With Navigation.

Special Correspondence.
St. Louis, Dec. 20. It i3 with th- -

greatest reluctance that old time river
men are giving up their pet notion that
without a booming traffic on the Mis-
sissippi their loved city of St. Loui4
mast inevitably go to the bowwows. It
is of no use to point out to them that
tho town is now getting along very well
with the railroads, or that it has so far
ridden the waves of the present financial
difficulties better than most other cities.
The river men insist that without a big
river business St. Louis will never reach, .

her possibilities. This is not a surpris-
ing thing, since it was not until the de-

cline of river navigation that Chicago,
with its ever growing lake business, be-

gan to forge mightily to the front in the
race for commercial supremacy and
size. There are many, it is true, among
the business men here who believe that
the railrojtd.4 are now doing almost as
ranch for the town as the river could,
but the majority of theso men rreyoun
and were never inoculated with the fe-

ver of river adoration. It would be hard
indeed to find among the older btssinesa
men any who are in a measure even
reconciled to the decline of business 011

the imperial .stream. If you eo much en
mention such an idea to an old rivr
man, yon will be treated to a burst of
g'jnnine indignation that would make ii
impossible for you to enter into any ar-

gument whatever in controversy of hin
views. The first man to whom I ppoko
upon this topic was aflame in an instant.

The Wail of an (lid Hirer Maa.
"Tho river's place taken by the rail-

roads!" ho exclaimed. " Yes, so it is for
all purposes but that of patiently bear-
ing great hulking barges of coal down
stream and for a few other despised
sorts of trafiic that it doesn't pay tho
accursed railroads to do. But tho palmy
days of the riv-- r have gone, as every-
body knows, and with them forever tho
chiine- - of commercial supremacy on tho
part of St. Louis." The river loved St.
Louis as the railroads do not. The river
gave as well as received. While tho
river was busy St. Louis distanced all
her western rivals. St. Louis was then
dominant. Now what is she doing?

A ST. LOUIS AtS'D NEW ORLEAXS fTEAMEP..

Flaying second fiddle to Chicago and
hidden by day and by night and by
night and by day in a smudge of black
smoke '

"Yon think I Fpeak with undue heat
perhaps, and that possibly I have a per-
sonal grievance against tho new order
of things. Well, I have a personal
grievance, and I don't know why I
thouldu't be hot whenever I think or
talk about the river. What am I now?
Nothing but a night clerk in a hotel.
That's all I ever will be too. What
would I have been if the pram! old riv-
er hadn't petered out? Why, man, I'd
have been a pdlot now, cr maybe a cap-
tain cf such a boat as the Mary Cell, cr
the .Robert E. Lee, or the Natchez. I
tell you the days when the Lro and tho
Natchez used to race up and down this
river were days when it was worth
while to live. It was the evil one him-
self, sir. in my opinion, that put it into
the heads of tho railroad men to make
all their roads of uniform gauge. Be-
fore that time the grand old river had
some show. But that action settled the
fate of the Mississippi. Before that we
could carry grain to the seaboard cheap-
er and quicker than they could. Then
they had to stop at St. Louis and half a
dozen other points and transfer the grain
from crsrs on a 4 foot 8l2' gauge to cars
on a 5 foot or a G foot gauge, or from a
wido to a narrower one, as the case
might bo.

"Later some one devised the scheme
of lifting the car bodies, all loaded, from
one set of tracks and lowering them to
another sot by means of hydraulic jacks.
That expedited matters a good cb-al- , but
Etill we had the whip-hand- But when
they all adopted thesame gauge, makii.g
it possible to carry grain to the seaboard
without breaking bulk, the river was
done. Every year since then the tonnage
has been less than it was the year be-

fore, every year fewer new boats have
been built, and every year, though old
St. Louis has steadily grown, she has,
relatively speaking, dropped behind in
the race. The everlasting cutting of
timber on the upper waters has also hur-
ried the decline of river traffic, for,
while just as much water passes down
the stream in a year a3 there ever did,
it goes down in a hnrry in the spring,
just like one big wave, so to say, and
the summer period of low water, when
the river is practically not navigable, is
longer every year. All this time, too,
the railroad fiends have been insulting
tbe beautiful upper river with bridges.
When the big bridge here at St. Louis
was built, all the world was amazed,
and no ones more than the river men
themselves, who held that it could nev-
er be done successfully. Now I don't
know how many bridges there are be-
tween here and St. Paul. There are so
many that it's like trying to run a boat
through a tunnel to navigate the upper
stream. As for the Missouri, you can't
do anything at all with it. The Missou-
ri was always worse for shoals and bars
than the Mississippi, and the railroads
have been meaner there. They have
built their bridges with the piers nearer
together, and it's almost impossible to

Fourth of July, Thauksg.viag atd !

birthday are roiled into one grand buud.e
and magnilied oa Christmas.

And yet even Christmas has its drtw-back- s.

You remember how "broke"' you were
for a time after last Christmas. And yet
you don't seem to care if it is repeated
this Christmas, as it probably will bev

Nearly all this week you have teen
down town with the pushing, pulling,
hurrying, uncertain crowd elbowing
your way to windows and into stores,
spending twenty dollars' worth of time
to buy live dollara' worth of presents
that are unsatisfactory to you alter you
have bought them.

You have not been alone though. At
least fifteen thousand people in Topeka
have been doing the tame thing" for two
weeks and are not done yet. Tonight
they will all be down at once and you
will have dilBculty in getting anywhere.
The stores will be packed and the pojr
tired clerks will be ready to drop; from
exhaustion when they start home for the
rest they need so much.

The children are oat, too. They have
been promised good things on Christmas
all the year if they would behave and
they are expoecting them. Of course they
have behaved.

They want to give, too, and they are
going to do it Some, nice presents which
they will buy with money their par-jnt-

have given them and some with money
they have earned themselves. The latter
are the happ ier.

How can they wait till evening for the
Christmas trees? How can they wait till
Christmas morning to open their stock-

ings and pour out the good thiujs that
are bound to be there?

It is a day of laughter with them and
it 13 indeed a hardened man or woman
who would not join tltam in it. Niarte
Christmas a day of peace on earth aal
good will to men.

KASSAz, I'A JiA J HAP 'S.

A Wellington minister delivered j. ser-
mon on the subject, "the M Bull
liootii, or a Spade is u pade.''

Society mention irom .bur licK: "nvo
more ladies will arrive before Caristm.-s- .

Good for the boys."
Williamsburg people who kiow how

to have a good nine are goi.ig to have
a racing bee oa CUri-tma- s day.

A constantly increasing demand has
compelled Harper county to buiid a

poorhouse. It will be dona about Janu-
ary 1st.

Ddlon social item in Hope Crescent:
The Bonn-annu- quarrel as to who would
play tlie organ in one of our churches,
was celebrated Sunday.

They have been shipping sand out of
Lawrence. DUapponiie 1 football en-

thusiasts tlnd iu this fact come explana-
tion for their lust houes.

A pet crow has been doing al ports of
mischievous thiugs at Osage City. It
was generally supposed thai all those
birds had beeneaieu long ago.

An Atchison dentist is go.iur to give
his girl a eet of false teetli for thrisuuas.
He thinks that will make her mighty
slow to break the engagement ana re-

turn his presents.
Tipton has organized a vigilance com-

mittee, and received a box of firearms
and ammunition. It is prepared to ex-

tend the courtesies to all bank robbors
and burglars that may call.

Ft. Scott is all excitement over a
vicious cow that is ia the s!-c- yards
there. They broke her horns oil at the
roots to tame her, and now wonder why
she doesn't get kind and gentie.

The Atchison Globe is making a fight
on the issuing of otreet rauroai pfisees.
The light is ail right enough, but the
street railroad that has euouiru geuc-r?i-t-

to do such a thine ghouid be carefully
preserved as a curiosity.

'The Dumb Chorus or the Football
Eleven" was a feature in au entertain
ment at Abilene. It was cone idered a
Dovel thing as being the only case where
anything like football was ever enacted
without noise.

1 he Salina thief who stole seventeen
pairs of trousers and got eighteen aiunttis
ia the penitentiary shouldn't feel so
bad about it. There are a whole lot of
people who work six moatns to sava
money enough to get one pa.r and tuen
have to get tuem on time.

College students are the very last ones
ever to feel the ellects of pincLing want
or corroding care. A junior et tne Co-
llege of rode to the train in a
hack when he left for his vaoa iuu and a
sophomore in the eme institution hired
his grip carried to the train.

Atchison Globe: Harry Jordan, of th
Seneca Tribune, was in Washington
when Garfield was assassinated, and in
France when President Carnot was mur-
dered. He is euch a hoodoo that his
movements are watched, and when he
goes to Topeka, a lot of big fee ling poli-
ticians make it a point to be a.vay from
home.

Holiday f'rraeata
la great variety. Vases, Cups, Saucers,
Fancy Plates, Carvirg Sets, Nat Crack-
ers and Picks, Chocolate Pots, etc. J.
W. Farntwortli, C03 Kansas avtnue.

We put on new neckbands oa shirt
Peerless Steam Laundry,, 114 and 114
West Eighth ttresL
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lr--- , !nu b aaniol h! (',., . 7 'J, ii vidod
l.y 7'.. tli" !ic:tiil-Tj- l shows tins iiveray;o to
Mf! h.hoiI. 1 ii s is a report of tho
..iTttlH lil-KK- 1) 411. SMIE Jullt.NlLior U8

1'iiiri r :rj1 1'ri oriotor.
Sworn to auJ si.bi.Tii-w- l 8pt. n ihi4.

5C.A1-J S. M. (iARl'RNIIIRE.
Cler-- f tlo- - J i .t r t ' ourt.

lj i w neu CoiiLity, i.ausas.

Cirilis SI ATE JCwT.:TAL is the csly
paper in liar::.; receLviag tha Tull Eay
Asscciatsi T:c:z.

Z r "I":n'c:r American lTe7:rapcr
liih'-rc'- ass:ciati:r..

STATE JCUI.ITAL has the
handicrrsct :.r.i n;st ccrrpkts "welo ster-c;t- yr

3 r:rf: :tir.j p:c::.
stern

cfMcj. 73 Trittrne Srilding.
ITsw 1":rk, Terry Lulisnc, Jr., manager.

M f sllirr I 31 diratlon .

Chitauo, Dec. 2 1. for Kaa-fia- s:

Jr air find ei:g-iitl- cnuier touiUt;'l'liedJav lair; northv.-ei- t wiuJs.

It is Bunouaceil that a bill will be pre-seatt- ?i

t ) the Ipgii-la.ur- a this winter pro-
viding f jr the euro cf habitual drunken-
ness at expense. Oa t!ie theory
that inebrie'y ii a species of iasaaity
tills woui.1 j erliat-- be the correct thins
to dj. The state takes charge of ita ia-sat- ie

and cures theic whea it oa and
sends the Hi home.

Wmi.t: rceetinga are being hold and
irrigation laws are Lc ing talked uf and

are leiaj made to secure an
upliropriaticn for ex jeriaieuts, real prao-ti.-- ai

irri-iiti'J- is 4 forward ia var-iju,- 4

1 rH iif the state. This is notably-tru-

in Dickinson cojiity. X. J. Ilershey
cf I'.eile ''ib is preparing to follow
the lead of Chris UclTman and will irri-

gate tifteen acres neit year.

Anctheh lldlmon case ia brewing- at
Kansas City. The insurance companies
which had written p oiicie to the amount
c f f 4 V-- ' ' c a the 1 i f ? of the missing Dr.
Fraker refuse to aj t ie claims and hare
appealed th case to the supreme court.
The present generation of claimants will
a'l be in the happy h antin j ground be-

fore the matter is lit. ally decided. Courts
se:n to be often as useful for pre-
venting the p'.Uc:tf ut of controversies
as sattiing t hem.

The Atchison Glolo favors the plan
frst published in th 4 Ktatk Journal for
reducing the cutnler ( f district judges
in Kansas 1 y raj pc rt ioning- the judicial
districts. The Cilob pays:

If the Iispublicaas desire to keep the
Populists out of pjwer in Kansas, the
bet way t do it is to adopt needed re-
forms in a 1 radical, common sense way.
--Nothing tin legislature can do this win-
ter will prove more ocpularthan a reduc-
tion of the number cf district judges. We
have too ranch litiggtijn, and litigation is
encouraged by too many judges. The
court costs in ev.!ry county ia the
state are simply disgraceful; cot
half the suits would be tiled if
they were not so easily tried. The
country is fall of young lawyers
willing to tke any esse for
Thousands of busy men are annoyed and
dragge 1 fit in their work for the accom-
modation of these young upstarts. An
overworked judge is more apt to throwthee manufactured cases out of court
than one who is compelled to make a
c bowing of being busy. Many cases
fraught in the courts are positively dis-
honest, and in violation cf law. The
really important cases always crowd
these dishonest rais out, and the shys-ter who bring theni are most effectually
discouraged by lack of court facilities.
The people should taught that rush-
ing into court on tl e slightest pretext is
very silly and eipersive business, and
every one if these oases is an extrava-
gant ex j en se to the public"

Window Glass at Holme's Drug Store.

Cocmteas (lvir.a,
Countess Oyama, the wife of Field

Marshal Count Oyama, who is com-

manding the second Japanese army in
the vicinity of Port Arthur, is described
as one of the most charming and accom-
plished ladies of Japan. She was edu-
cated in an American college, either
Wellesley or Vassar, and speaks Eng-
lish fluently. She was one of the laely
commissioners appointed by the empress
of Japan to gather and send an exhibit
to the World's fair.


